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The halls at City on a Hill can seem a little quiet sometimes in the summer. But even 
then, our ministries and partners are still making a big splash in West Michigan and 
around the world.  

A survey found that our 45 ministry partners are at work in at least 66 countries, 
from Austria to Zimbabwe. And in 27 states, from Arkansas to Washington. 

The number of lives touched is nearly immeasurable, because a half dozen ministry 
partners serve other ministries that, in turn, reach farther than we can see.  

How does one calculate, for example, how many lives are 
touched by missionaries who are blessed with 155,000 
trips a year 
through Mis-
sion Aviation 
Fellowship?  
How many 
persons with 

special needs have lives changes through 
the CLC Network’s work at schools and 
churches across North America? 

But for those we can calculate, minis-
try partners at City on a Hill each year 
touch the lives of about 469,222 people! 

Multiplication Network, for instance, served 6,590 church planters who reached 
386,546 people last year, with 111,453 new followers of Jesus. 

About 20 of our ministry partners serve hundreds right in the Zeeland area. Zero 
Gravity reaches 200 students and 40 adults with the Gospel each year. Solid Rock 
fixes homes for 150 people. Safe Families for Children of Bethany Christian Services 
served 65 children and 50 parents last year. Several agencies provide housing (684) 

and educational services (85) for 
persons with special needs. Verti-
cal Church worships with 200 chil-
dren and 400 adults each week-
end. 
     And consider our own four min-
istries: 401 patients at the Health 
Clinic last year, more than 7,000 
low-cost dinners (and countless 
lunches, coffee and muffins) at the 
Café, 140 days of retreat for Chris-
tian leaders at Leader Renewal, 
and 3,600 lives guided with love by 
ATLAS. 

    The Good News is shining far and 
wide from this City on a Hill.  

The number of 

lives touched is 

immeasurable. 

The Light shines bright from COAH 

Want to make a long-term impact for 
ministry at City on a Hill? 

City on a Hill’s new Hilltop Fund was 
created by the board to enhance future 
operations or be available to meet 
emergency needs. 

“We want to ensure that City on a 
Hill serves ministries and this communi-
ty for years and decades to come,” CO-
AH Director Gary Ellens explained, “and 
we know that many of our supporters 
share that goal.”  

The Hilltop Fund could be a consider-
ation for persons wishing to give a gift 
from capital gains, or facing required 
minimum distributions from retirement 
accounts, or planning their estate giv-
ing.  

Of course, gifts of cash, stock or oth-
er assets can be given to the Hilltop 
Fund at any time.  

Gifts must be made to City on a Hill, 
which will then deposit them in the 
Hilltop Fund held at the Community 
Foundation of the Holland/Zeeland 
Area, providing safe investment while 
the funds are still held by City on a Hill. 
Those wishing to give are invited to 
discuss the process with a financial ad-
visor, tax professional, or attorney.    

“City on a Hill has been blessed to 
buy and renovate this facility with the 
support of many faithful friends,” Ellens 
said.  

“We understand that many of them 
might also want to give to ensure the 
future success of this ministry, and this 
Fund will help them to do that.”  

Hilltop Fund offers 
opportunity for 

long-term impact 

ATLAS staff help hundreds of clients work through  
personal crises with caring, Christian mentoring.  

Ministries at City on a Hill reach people worldwide. 



Our Health Clinic continues to find new 
ways to serve our community.  

In July, two clinic volunteers — Kim 
House, a registered dietician, and Rachel 
Boileau, a registered nurse and certified 
diabetic educator – demonstrated easy 
ways to create healthy and low-cost 
meals. The class was offered to attendees 
of the clinic’s diabetes education classes 
and other clients of the Clinic and ATLAS.  

Kim and Rachel showed over 15 
attendees how to make minestrone soup 
and chicken tacos in the Instant Pot — 
both of which are low-cost and healthy 
meals. They demonstrated how, for much 
less cost than a fast-food meal, a family 
could make a large, tasty and healthy 
meal, in less time than traditional meth-
ods. 

The Instant Pot is an electronically con-
trolled appliance, like a slow cooker, 
which uses pressure to cook and produce 

meals in as little as 
30 minutes. The In-
stant Pots were do-
nated to the clinic 
via The StoreHouse 
of Michigan, a non-
profit in Grand Rap-
ids that provides 
excess resources 
from businesses to 
assist people in 
need. Through the 
generosity of The 
Storehouse, 15 individuals or families re-
ceived a free Instant Pot for attending the 
class.  

The cooking class builds on diabetes 
education classes the clinic has offered 
since 2014, teaching those diagnosed with 
diabetes or pre-diabetes how to reduce 
the risks and impact of the disease. 

“Diabetes has become a large health 
issue, and the cost for people is astronom-
ical, especially if the individual relies on 
insulin to manage the disease” explained 
health clinic Director Christine Plummer. 
“It is not only expensive for the individual, 
it’s expensive for the health system and 
community as a whole.” 

But, she added, someone with type 2 
diabetes can reduce the complications of 
the disease with lifestyle changes. These 
complications can include kidney failure, 

limb amputations, blindness and heart 
disease.  

“We provide these classes to the public 
at no cost because we are dedicated to 
health care access,” Plummer explained. 
“Providing diabetic education classes and 
nutrition classes in our own community 
helps those who cannot either afford the 
classes or do not have access to them.  

“The Instant Pot incentive also brings in 
those individuals who could not otherwise 
afford an easy way to make healthy low-
cost meals. The clinic cannot thank The 
StoreHouse enough for access to these 
appliances.”  

Another series of diabetes education 
classes is scheduled to begin October 1, 
2019. There is also another Instant Pot 
class tentatively scheduled for January 
2020.  

Instant Pots were donated through The StoreHouse  of Michigan. 

Health Clinic hosts Instant Pot cooking class for healthy eating  

City on a Hill is truly a growing commu-
nity!  

Along with collaboration for efficient 
office space, conference rooms and other 
costs for 45 ministry partners, City on the 
Hill this summer has a collaborative com-
munity garden that grew splendidly. 

Folks from a handful of ministry part-
ners planted plots in a cozy courtyard 
open space.  

The gardens thrived, particularly thanks 
to much-appreciated help from green 
thumb and volunteer Jason Walters. He  
turned the soil, built fences, and helps 
everyone keep on top of weeds and wa-
tering. 

“This is the kind of activity, along with 

events like our potluck and luncheons, 
that makes City on a Hill a collaborative 
community where ministry workers 
can get to know each other as col-
leagues and friends,” pointed out Di-
rector Gary Ellens.  

“These events demonstrate how City 
on a Hill offers so much more than just 
affordable office space and utilities.” 

Earlier this summer, City on a Hill 
hosted its annual Ministry Partners 
Potluck at Lawrence Street Park. And 
each quarter, a Partners Luncheon 
offers a similar chance for fellowship 
and a bit of fun. 

Garden helps grow community at COAH 

At right, COAH Director Gary Ellens searches 

 for produce in the lush garden. 

“Diabetes has become a 

large health issue, and 

the cost for people is  

astronomical.” 
— Clinic Director Christine Plummer 


