
John Wagenveld’s ministry, Multiplica-
tion Network, works with 6,000 couples 
planting churches in more than 45 na-
tions. He himself has lived and traveled in 
some 100 countries.  

Multiplication Network is one of 46 
ministries and nonprofits working in 
affordable, collaborative space at City on 
a Hill. “So many communities don’t have 
a living expression of the body of Christ – 
men and women who are pointing to 
Jesus, who are modeling what it is like 
when Jesus is King, and that’s the one 
thing Multiplication Network is trying to 
change,” John said, explaining his minis-
try’s worldwide mission.  

And when it needed an office, John 
turned to City on a Hill. He testified to 

three reasons 
that it is a great 
place for minis-
try.  

First, it’s 
more than just 
office space. 
Down the hall 
is a small kitch-
en and a newly 
renovated 
board room to 
use when need-
ed. And ministries cooperate on other 
costs, like copy machines.  

“So there’s this sharing of resources,” 
John said. “I think that’s a good thing.”  

Second, he said, “The stewardship of 
this concept is fantastic. If we were to try 
to compare any other place to find a 
business office, we would be paying a lot 

more.” And that means more of Multipli-
cation Network’s donated support can 
fund new churches around the world. 
“City on a Hill is directly impacting, 
through its stewardship, that we can put 
those dollars to work and impact the 
nations.”  

(Continued on page 2) 

 

“We love this place” 

 

City on a Hill  
Newsletter, February 2019 

 

100 Pine Street #175, Zeeland, MI 49464 
(616) 748-6060   www.coahm.org 

                                   John Wagenveld speaks at COAH Christmas Dinner 

Along with making current building fixes to keep City on a Hill 
an inviting, supportive place for ministries, the COAH Board also 
has launched a means to help secure City on a Hill’s future.  

The City on a Hill Hilltop Fund is a new investment account 
begun at the start of 2019 through the Community Foundation 
of the Holland/Zeeland Area. It will be funded with donations 
given through City on a Hill. The goal, said COAH Director Gary 
Ellens, is to ensure future financial stability for City on a Hill. 

 “We want to ensure that City on a Hill serves ministries and 
this community for years and decades to come,” he said, “and 
we know that many of our supporters share that goal.” 

Estate bequests or other large gifts can be designated to go 
into the COAH Hilltop Fund, he said, where they can grow with 
the careful management of the Community Foundation.  

Ultimately, the Fund could provide earnings to enhance fu-
ture City on a Hill operations. Guidelines also would allow a 
future board to tap the fund for an emergency need.  

Gifts to the COAH Hilltop Fund must be given through City on 
a Hill but designated for the COAH Hilltop Fund. City on a Hill 
will then invest those gifts into the Community Foundation-

based Hilltop Fund.  
     Gifts of cash, stock or other 
assets can be given to the 
Hilltop Fund at any time. Per-
sons needing help to make an 
estate bequest to the Hilltop 
Fund should discuss that pro-
cess with their financial advisor 
or attorney. 

“City on a Hill has been blessed to buy and renovate this fa-
cility with the support of many faithful friends,” Ellens said. 

“We understand that many of them might also want to give 
to ensure the future success of this ministry, and this Fund will 
help them to do that.” 

New Hilltop Fund will help COAH shine for years to come 
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John said his third reason for loving 
City on a Hill is his favorite.  

“I love most the concept of communi-
ty,” he said. “This place brings together a 
lot of people who are all serving Jesus 
through different 
programs. Loving 
on children, loving 
on the elderly, 
loving on people 
who have differ-
ent skill levels or 
learning difficul-
ties, or people 
who are trying to 
bless the nations.  

“And we come together and there’s a 
sense of community here, and that is 
most dramatically expressed by having 
the most awesome coffee shop in Zee-
land!”  

John said what’s special at the Café is 
more than the white chocolate raspberry 
muffins, the 
other baked 
goods, the 
coffee, the 
lunches.  

“All this is 
just symbolic 
of the sense 
of communi-
ty. You have 
no idea how 
many people I’ve met with, be it in my 
office or right down here in the coffee 
shop, over one of those lattes.   

“It’s not so much about the coffee – 
although the coffee’s great. It’s about 
the community. And I believe that God is 
there,” he said. 

“Theologians sometimes say we have 
the Holy Spirit, or the Holy Spirit has us. 
But now theologians are also saying, if 
you have the Holy Spirt and others have 
the Holy Spirit, and image bearers of 
Christ are meeting together, the Holy 
Spirit is in the encounter.  

“And the Café allows for that encoun-
ter to take place, and from there, many 
conversations on strategy, of resourcing, 
of donations, are happening that are 
impacting the world.”       

“Love this place” 
(Continued from page 1) The year 2018 saw a major milestone 

come and go, with City on a Hill now 
looking to more milestones in the future.  

“God allowed us to pay off the mort-
gage on this building,” Director Gary 
Ellens told our Christmas Dinner guests. 
Which means City on a Hill now can fo-
cus on necessary building improvements.  

“God had this all planned out,” Gary 
said. “We have a beautiful building, but 
it’s 12 years older than when we got it. 
The hospital took great care of it, and we 
rode those coattails for a while, but 
those coattails are getting real thin now.  

“So we’re having to invest more in the 
building, and God timed it so that just 
when the mortgage was paid off, we’d 
have some funds to make those im-
provements.” 

Already this past year, donors funded 
several key projects. 

Now, in 2019, major needs include an 
air conditioner unit for the west wing of 
the building, where ministry partners 
worked in hot offices at the end of last 
summer. Next, areas of the parking lot 
need resurfacing before they crumble, 

and drains and potholes need repair.  
And, looking ahead, the board is stud-

ying options for a long-term, efficient 
solution for the aging, “old-fashioned” 
steam boiler system.  

“We know it’s going to be hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to replace that sys-
tem at some point in the next 10 years.  
We need to begin thinking about that 
and saving up for that,” Gary said.  

The past year had other great, posi-
tive events as well as challenges, Gary 
continued. But through it all, the building 
has remained essentially full.  

“As ministries turn over, God brings 
the next one, or God expands one that’s 
in this building.” 

City on a Hill exists because of minis-
try partners, Gary noted, but also be-
cause of volunteers and donors.  

“God uses those three things to do His 
work here. And He does it to a great and 
glorious end, so we praise Him for what 
He’s doing. 

“It really is a joy to give Him the credit 
for all the things that are happening 
here.” “It’s about the 

community. And 

I believe that 

God is there.” 
      — John Wagenveld 

         John Wagenveld 
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Each December, City on a Hill invites our friends to join us to celebrate another year 
of God’s blessings on this ministry. Sponsors make the dinner possible, and their gifts 
also provide significant support for our ministry operations. Watch for your dinner 
invitation next fall.  Please join us in sending special thanks to these sponsors! 


